BEE Fact Sheet:  Honey Bee (Apis-mellifera)    by Kate  Hamilton 

Did you know that:

Honey Bees have 2 sets of wings, and six legs. 

Honey bees have two stomachs. 

Honey bees fly up to 2 miles for food.

There is only one queen bee in a hive of 70,000

A queen bee can lay up to 2000 eggs a day.

There are 3 kinds of bees in a hive: One queen, a few male (Drones) and all the rest are female workers.

Drones do not sting only the females do.

There are 52 kinds of bees.

There are 16 kinds of honey bees.

There can only be one queen bee per hive, if there is more than one they will fight to the death.

The queen bee can live to 3-5 years.

The worker bees only live 6 weeks in the summer, but will slow down in the winter and will live to 8 weeks.

It takes 21 days from when the queen lays an egg, to when they hatch out of the cell.

The workers do a dance to show direction and duration to where food is located.

Honey bees will fly up to 2 miles in any direction for food if they have to.

Honey bees will only fly if it 50 degrees or warmer.

The temperature in a hive in the middle of winter will be a constant 90 degrees.

Honey bees stuff pollen in 'pockets' on their legs, and can carry almost half their weight in pollen.

Honey bees get wax in little flakes from glands under their abdomens

Honey bees can not see the color white. That is why it is good to wear white in the summer. That is why bee suits are white.

You are more likely to get stung on windy, warm days because wind can push them into your path easily. That’s why it is good to stand still, and let them try and fly around you.

If they are bothering you, blow on them. They do not like our breath.

It takes nearly 48 bees in their life time to actually make 2 table spoons of honey.

Honey bees can often be seen fanning the entrance of their hive, they are trying to evaporate the excess water out from the sugar nectar they have collected to make honey.

It takes at least 3 tries for a honey bee to pollinate a flower.

Honey can last indefinitely if stored correctly.

Examples of honey were found in the Egyptian tombs.

Honey has been used for medicine  by the Egyptians as far back as 5000 years!

Honey is very good for burns, abrasions, and indigestion.

The sting of the honey bee is used for arthritis. 

When a bear destroys the hive it is not looking necessarily for honey, but for the protein of the bee.

There is over 300 varieties of honey, because there are over 300 kinds of flowers.

Darker honey has higher mineral content and antioxidant potential.

There are  close to 300 kinds of honey, because of the flower sources.

Honey should not be fed to babies under the age of 1 year.

Honey is an effective antimicrobial agent, which inhibits growth of bacteria.

Honey has a pH of 3.9

The darker the honey the more minerals and vitamins in it.

